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Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG). 
Canadian Justice group that seeks justice for the alarming large number
of missing women and girls.
MMIWG is a human rights crisis in Canada. 
The campaign was launched on December 8, 2015, after previously
being ignored by the federal government.  

ABOUT
MMIWG 
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HOW MANY
WOMEN ARE
MISSING?

As of March 31, 2010 in British Columbia there are 582 suspected
cases, only 193 of which are completed court cases and only 307
profiles of missing women and girls in the missing persons data
base. Out of those cases 

67% are murders (389) 
20% are missing women and girls (116)
 4% are suspected natural or accidental death (24)
9% the nature is unknown (52)

The MMIWG human rights issue affects all Aboriginal women and
girls including but not limited to First Nations, Metis, and Inuit.  
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WHERE DO
THEY GO
MISSING
FROM?

In British Columbia, Highway 16, otherwise known as “The
Highway of Tears” is a 725 Km corridor between Prince
George and Prince Rupert . They also go missing from
neighboring provinces such as the Yukon and Alberta. The
issue is not limited to Canada and even reaches into the
United States of America.  Women also go missing from an
area of BC known as the British Columbia Triangle 4/6 this
is an area in the northern Okangan.

The Native Hope website notes that in Canada  23% of reported
cases Western Canada occur in the Yukon, 35% occur in British
Columbia, and 42% of cases are in Alberta.  

Mackenzie





Triangle 4/6 are hotspots of unsolved missing person cases in the interior plateau of BC. At each point of the triangle, the disappearances
increase. The point stretches from the Washington border, towards the Okanagan and Lillooet areas in BC.
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HIGHWAY 16 

The Highway of Tears, or highway 16, is a
725 km long stretch of highway between
Prince George and Prince Rupert. Along the
highway are 23 First Nations Communities.
It is called The Highway of Tears because
over 100 women and girls have gone
missing on the highway. Highway 16 has
very few travelers and very little cell service.   
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E-PANA
Since 2006, E-Pana has been dedicated to cold cases along 720
km along Highway 16 (Highway of Tears). 70 investigators were

originally part of E-PANA and in 2016 only 8 were left. Indigenous
elders say at least 50 girls have either been murdered or gone

missing since the 70’s. E-Pana originally took on 9 of those cases
and eventually expanded into 18 open cases, and turned 700

boxes of old police records into their database. Officers identified
a man suspected of committing three murders but he is now

dead. Another Man, Gary Taylor Handlen has been charged with
the murder of Monica Jack in 2014. Monica Jack was a 12-year-
old indigenous girl last seen riding her bike along the Highway of

Tears in 1978 and she was not found until 1995.
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WHY FINDING
DAWN?

Dawn Crey along with 26 other Indigenous
women that inhabited the downtown east side

were found on Robert Pickton’s pig farm in
Port Coqulitm, BC.

Dawn is among the few cases of Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls that

cases have been solved.
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FINDING DAWN



HOW DO WE
HONOUR THE
MMIWG?

May 5th marks Red Dress Day, also
known as the National Day of

Awareness for Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women and Girls.

Courtney



NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION:
SISTERS IN SPIRIT VIGIL -

OCTOBER 4TH IS A DAY
WHEN WE HONOUR THE
LIVES OF MISSING AND

MURDERED INDIGENOUS
WOMEN & GIRLS, SUPPORT

GRIEVING FAMILIES, AND
CREATE OPPORTUNITIES

FOR HEALINGTANYA



12 MISSING PERSON
CASES 



LANA DERRICK      
19 YEARS OLD

DELPHINE NIKAL
15 YEARS OLD

TINA FONTAINE
15 YEARS OLD 

LISA YOUNG
21 YEARS OLD
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ABIGAL ANDREWS
 28 YEARS OLD

CAITLIN POTTS 
 27 YEARS OLD

BONNIE MARIE JOSEPH
32 YEARS OLD

AIELAH SARIC -AUGER
14 YEARS OLD
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RAMONA WILSON
 16 YEARS OLD

CHELSEY QUAW 
 29 YEARS OLD

MONIKA JACK
12 YEARS OLD
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NICOLE HOAR
25 YEARS OLD



Description: Indigenous female, dark brown hair, and brown eyes.
Member of the Gitanyow First Nation in Terrace, B.C.
Background: Lana was a forestry student in Houston, B.C. and took her
studies seriously. She got a ride home to Terrace to celebrate
Thanksgiving on October 6, 1995, dropped of her belongings at her
family’s home, and continued on to her cousin’s house for the evening.
She hung out with friends that evening and was last seen at 3:30 am on
October 7, 1995. The RCMP have tips that she was possibly seen along
Highway 16 and got into a car with two men. 

NAME:      LANA DERRICK 
AGE:  19 YEARS OLD

MISSING DATE: OCTOBER 7, 1995
LOCATION: TERRACE, B.C.

CASE STATUS:  MISSING  
(SUSPECTED HOMICIDE)





 Description: Indigenous female with light brown hair, & hazel eyes. Delphine is ‘5 3” &
134 pounds.
Background: Member of the Wet’suwet’en First Nation in Smithers, B.C. On June 13,
1990, Delphine told her uncle that she was going to meet up with friends in town. The
group wandered around town for the day and ended up at the Mohawk gas station on
Highway 16 once evening approached. At this point, Delphine called her uncle to let him
know that she was heading home. Delphine was last spotted hitchhiking on Highway 16.
The clerk at the Mohawk gas station told police that they had seen her get into a red
sports car. Jack Fowler, an American serial killer that was active along this stretch of
highway during this time, was a suspect in Delphines disappearance but there was never
proof to charge him.

NAME:     DELPHINE NIKAL
AGE:       15 YEARS OLD
MISSING DATE:  JUNE 13, 1990
LOCATION:  SMITHERS, B.C. 
CASE STATUS:  UNSOLVED
DISAPPEARANCE -
SUSPECTED HOMICIDE







Short Description: She was known for her bright smile, her love for her family, and her dreams of a better future
 Identifying Marks: Tina Fontaine was a young Indigenous girl from Sagkeeng First Nation in Manitoba, Canada. Tina
Fontaine was reported missing on August 9, 2014, at the age of 15. She was last seen in downtown Winnipeg,
where she had been living temporarily. Despite efforts by her family and authorities to locate her, Tina remained
missing for several days. In December 2015, the Winnipeg Police Service charged Raymond Cormier, 53, with
second- degree murder in Fontaine's death. He pleaded not guilty.
The Crown offered no forensic evidence or eyewitnesses to directly connect Cormier to Fontaine's death. The
largely circumstantial case hinged on the suspect's statements secretly recorded during a police sting operation.
Although the defence did not present any evidence, Cormier's lawyer Tony Kavanagh said in his closing remarks
that because the jury could not confirm that Fontaine died as a result of an unlawful act, Cormier should be
acquitted "on that alone."

NAME:       TINA FONTAINE     
AGE:           15 YEARS OLD. 
MISSING DATE: AUGUST 9, 2014
LOCATION: SAGKEENG FIRST NATION, MANITOBA 

CASE STATUS:  UNSOLVED



Description: Long, Straight, dark brown or black hair, Brown eyes, Pierced earlobe, dark in complexion, thin built, Two
dolphins are tattooed on her lower back and she recently did a surgery for a broken ankle that wasn't completely healed when
she disappeared.

 Identifying Marks: Lisa Marie Young was from Nanaimo, British Columbia, Canada. She was known for her outgoing personality,
her love for her family and friends, and her passion for life. She was described as caring, compassionate, and adventurous.
In late July 2002, police questioned the driver of the Jaguar. Young's mother was taken by RCMP to a short meeting with
the driver. She later stated that she asked the man to tell her where her daughter was, and he replied, "I can't.... I'm sorry,
I don't mean to disrespect your family." The Jaguar was eventually located, seized by RCMP for inspection, and later
released. It was determined that the car was owned by the driver's grandmother, who subsequently sold the Jaguar, and
threatened to sue over that could implicate her grandson in the disappearance. Police did not begin searching for Young
until she had been missing for two months, "leaving the job for relatives and friends to do on their own.

NAME:              LISA YOUNG
AGE:         21 YEARS OLD
MISSING DATE: JUNE 30, 2002
LOCATION: NANAIMO, BRITISH COLUMBIA 
CASE STATUS:  UNRESOLVED



Abigal was a Metis women, she was an expecting mother but was not showing yet. She  loved to
travel and spent a few years in England and  Montreal. Friends described her as sweet,
innocent, heart on her sleeve, as the sweetest most giving, generous person. She would have
turned 41 in February 2024 and her child would be 13.

 Identifying Marks: 
Hair: dark brown shoulder length                    Other: - Lower back tribal tattoo
Eyes: Hazel brown                                                            - Surgical chest implants 
Height/ Weight: 6'0"   201 lbs                                       - Right index finger previously broken
                                                                                               - Used a dental  pallet retainer
 
             

NAME     ABIGAL ANDREWS
AGE:         28 YEARS OLD
MISSING DATE:     APRIL 7, 2010
LOCATION:    FORT ST. JOHN, BC
CASE STATUS:   MISSING
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Caitlin was a Samson Cree First Nations Mother to a young son. She’s
described as outgoing, bubbly, lights up a room, and makes everyone around
her comfortable. Caitlin is suspected to be a victim to foul play. She lived in
Enderby BC along with her son, sister and her boyfriend. Her last known
location was the Orchard mall in Kelowna where security cameras picture
her leaving a message to her sister. She has been missing for six years
 Identifying Marks:                                           Other: - not tattoos
Hair: Long brown hair, blonde streaks           
Eyes: Brown eyes
Height Weight: 5'3" 150 lbs 

NAME:      CAITLIN POTTS
AGE:        27 YEARS OLD
MISSING DATE:   FEB 22, 2016
LOCATION:        KELOWNA, BC
CASE STATUS:     MISSING

 Ella Carson





NAME: BONNIE MARIE JOSEPH
AGE: 32 YEARS OLD 
MISSING DATE: SEPTEMBER  8TH, 2007 
LOCATION: VANDERHOOF B.C.
CASE STATUS:  MISSING AND
UNSOLVED

Bonnie Marie Joseph is a 32-year-old Indigenous woman from the
Yekooche Band near the Fort Saint James area, specifically from the

Kuzche Reservation.  Bonnie Marie Joseph is a mother of five. Bonnie was
last seen on September 8th, 2007, hitchhiking from Vanderhoof to Prince

George which is about an hour away, and along the highway of tears.
Nobody reported Bonnie missing until December 2007, her

disappearance is still unsolved there are no suspects and nobody has
been held accountable. 





Aielah was a Lheidli T’enneh Indigenous girl, from Edmonton Alberta. Aielah was the youngest
of six siblings in a tight-knit family. In 2004 Her family moved to Prince George BC where her
older brother lived. Aielah was a grade eight student at D.P. Todd Secondary School in Prince
George. Aielah was last seen on February 2nd, 2006. The day she went missing, she and some
of her siblings went to the mall and then went to have a sleepover at a friend’s house. After not
coming home the next day, her mother tried to report her missing on Feb 3rd. However,
because of the 78-hour waiting period was not officially declared missing until February 6th. On
February 10th a passerby found her body in a ditch just off Highway 16 or the Highway of Tears.
Her story is currently being investigated by E-PANA a task force, investigating the connection of
the murders occurring along Highway 16.  Her story remains unsolved. No one has been held
accountable for her disappearance and death. 
 

 NAME: AIELAH SARIC - AUGER 
AGE: 14 YEARS OLD 
MISSING DATE: FEBRUARY  2ND, 2006
LOCATION: PRINCE GEORGE, B.C
CASE STATUS:  UNSOLVED MURDER



A WALK HELD TO REMEMBER
AIELAH



METAMORPHOSIS
BENJAMIN TIMPSON

AIELAH SARIC - AUGER 

ROSETTA PETERS
RITA SMITHBANFF JANE DOE
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Ramona was a part of the Gitxsan Nation and was described as an energetic and vivacious person.  She
had a wonderful sense of humour and was popular among her peers.  Ramona was excited to attend a
graduation party in her town and left the house at 9:45 PM to meet with her good friend Kristal.  When
Ramona failed to show up to the party, Kristal assumed Ramona had made alternate plans with her
boyfriend.  When no one had seen or heard from Ramona, her mother; Matilda, reported her missing to
the RCMP.  The officers were less than sympathetic and suggested to Matilda to “give it some time” or
that she “probably ran off” only to discover that there was no contact with any of her friends, relatives, or
work. They launched an investigation two days later.  Tragically, in a town North of the Highway of Tears
on April 9th, 1995, some boys stumbled across Ramona’s body.  They were playing rugby at a popular
spot among teenagers and found her bound in rope and cables with her clothes scattered nearby.  The
RCMP claimed to have a few leads that led to nowhere, leaving the murder unsolved.

NAME: RAMONA WILSON
AGE: 16 YEARS OLD
MISSING DATE: JUNE 11 1994
LOCATION: SMITHERS, BC
CASE STATUS: UNSOLVED MURDER



Chelsey was a part of the Saik’uz First Nation community and described by her mother as
“Independent, educated, and a hard-working woman. She’s loving and caring”.  Chesley was
an incredibly hard worker and obtained a job at the Houston Mill as a Level three First Aid
Attendant.  Before her disappearance, she had moved back to live with her father and
siblings on the Saik’uz First Nations Territory. On October 11th 2023 around 2 AM, Chelsey
stepped outside, presumably for a cigarette break, but she never returned.  When she did not
respond to any calls or texts, her family reported her missing to the Vanderhoof Police
Department.  Sadly, on November 6, 2023, Chelsey’s body was found in a wooded area near
her home on the reserve, off Highway 16.  The investigation is still ongoing, and as of now, no
further details have been disclosed.

NAME CHELSEY QUAW
AGE: 29 YEARS OLD
MISSING DATE: OCTOBER 11 2023
LOCATION: VANDERHOOF, BC
CASE STATUS: UNSOLVED MURDER

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.terracestandard.com%2Fnews%2Ffamily-confirms-remains-of-missing-woman-chelsey-heron-quaw-located-6832372&psig=AOvVaw2ZE90Oizx3IG4BFp5dyBSB&ust=1708552559796000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBMQjRxqFwoTCODAlbX0uoQDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ


Missing and unsolved
Age:25 

Nicole Hoar

Nicole was from Alberta and was working in Prince George. 

She was last seen hitchiking on highway 16 to Smithers.

Her dissapearance took place june 21st 2002



Monika Jack was the youngest victim when she went missing
at 12 years old.  she disappeared may 1978. Riding her bike
near Merritt British Columbia. her remains were found in 

1996. Gary Taylor Handlen was found not Guilty of her death
and was charged in 2014. Handlen went to court in 2018

and was found guilty of first degree murder.
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RECLAIMING POWER AND
PLACE.
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